SHUB-E-BURAT FEAST.         CHAP. XXII.

put into their hands a rupee, a half, or a quarter rupee
piece, as a present. With this money, as well as with that
put into the lamps the preceding night, they prepare chuko-
leeaa (alias sootreecm^ and distribute them among their
friends; after which they place the elephants and paootees
over the doors of their houses or on the walls of their com-
pound.

The sitting up all that night, repeating one hundred
ruJcat prayers, reading the sacred Qoran and durood, fast-
ing next day? are all commands of the Prophet. The a/rfa
is bidaut-e-hoosna; * but all the other ceremonies are inno-
vations, and are superfluous and extravagant.

On the night of the 15th many spend large sums of
money in all kinds of fire-works,f and frequently have
sham battles, by standing opposed to each other, and letting
off fireworks one upon another* This sport generally ter-
minates seriously; for the clothes of many catch fire, some
even lose their lives on these occasions, and numbers are
wounded.

At .this feast, likewise, schoolmasters, by distributing
eedeean (p. 49) among their scholars, exact presents of
money from the childxens' parents, in the manner de-
scribed under the head of akhree char skoomba (p*

That is, it may either be observed or* not   Its observance is not
g, and vice vend.                      ,                                 ,      4
There are more fire-works let off at this feast than at any other,
L'pf Merits to ofre another on this day inVarlabiy consist of fire-works,
Videy. ""'